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attitude.  The position is much too serious.  Stella, I've

got something very unpleasant to tell you. I would
sooner not have added to your present trouble, but I'm
afraid it can't be avoided.

STELLA: What is it?

LICONDA: Nurse Wayland Is not satisfied that Maurice died
from heart failure.

STELLA: But if Dr. Harvester says so? Surely he knows best.

HARVESTER: I am prepared to sign the death certificate. I
have no doubt in my mind of the cause of death.

LICONDA: Nurse Wayland thinks there ought to be a post-
mortem.

STELLA: [With the utmost determination.] Never. Never.
Poor Maurice's body has suffered enough. I won't have
him cut about to satisfy an idle curiosity. I absolutely
refuse.

LICONDA: I understand that an autopsy cannot be held
except with the consent of the next of kin,

NURSE: Or on the order of the coroner.

STELLA: What does she mean by that?

LICONDA: Fm afraid she means that If you persist In your
refusal she will go to the proper authority and make the
statement she has already made to Dr. Harvester and me.

STELLA: What Is the statement?

LICONDA: Do you wish to repeat it, Nurse Wayland?

NURSE: [Very coolly, almost with insolence.] Not particularly.
I have no objection to your doing so.

HARVESTER: Do you really Insist on going through with this.,
Nurse? What you said to the Major and me was more or
less confidential, wasn't It? Don't you think you'd better
reflect a little more? If anything further Is said the matter
must necessarily go out of our control. I think you
should consider the consequences of your attitude and
the harm that may arise.